Advisories for Pet owners /Pet Animal Handlers During
COVID-19 Lockdown

Although only a small number of animals around the world have become infected with

coronavirus, pet owners are concerned about how to protect their companions. The current

knowledge about the disease indicates that dogs and cats do not seem to act as vectors for the

coronavirus, however below mentioned are some guidelines for pet owners/pet handlers which

shall keep owner/handler and the pet healthy and sound.

>

Any person confirmed positive for COVID-19 should avoid contact with pet/ household
animals.

If you are sick avoid handling the pets. Any other healthy family member can be given
responsibility.

Avoid petting the animals or contact with their towels, brushes food, cages or utensils. Any
other non- infected healthy and responsible person can take care of the animal.

Avoid direct contact with your pet including petting, grooming, being licked or being body
rubbed, tail touching and sharing food or bedding.

If you are sick wear a mask or cloth covering the face and use hand gloves.

Wash and sanitize your hands before and after you interact with them.

If you are sick with COVID-19 and your pet becomes sick, do not take your pet to the
veterinary clinic yourself. Call your veterinarian and let them know you have been sick with
COVID-19.

In case you have to take animal to the hospital one or maximum two person can take the
animal to the hospital. The owner should take proper precautions like wearing a mask, gloves
and practising social distancing before presenting the animal to the hospital.

We should treat the pets as any other human member of the family and take precautions like
Pet animals in direct contact with the infected owner should be observed for gastrointestinal
or respiratory symptoms. If your pet id coughing, get it checked immediately.

Try to keep your Pet (dog or cat) indoors as much as possible.

If you want to be very cautious, don't let other people outside of your household handle your

pets at this time.




In case you want to go out for a walk with dogs on a leash, maintain at least 6 feet distance
from other people and animals. Try to achieve the social distancing in animals too.

If your pet is adamant for a walk, try taking him to a lonely place and avoid parks or public
places where a large number of people and dogs gather.

They could pick up contaminated spores from infected surfaces outside your home, so please
ensure they are clean when they walk in.

Wipe their paws with disinfectant and brush their fur down thoroughly every time they come
back. Keep the coat of your pet clean and dry.

Clean and disinfect the pet cage at least once a week or ten days.
Take general sanitation and hygienic measures like wash the paws with warm water and soap
or sanitize using an alcohol-based hand sanitizer, when it comes into your home from
outside.

Give your dog regular baths with hot water and check its nails for unusual growth or dirt. Be
sure to wash up yourself afterwards.

Young children and older citizen with incompletely developed and compromised immune
system are more likely to catch infection so try to keep them away from animals.

Supervise the young children hand wash.

If you need to be separated from your pet for a period of time, make plans for his or
her ongoing safety and care. Itis ideal to have an emergency kit prepared, with at least two
weeks’ supply of pet food and a required medications

While you and your pet can have a good time at home, ensure they get a little sunshine, fresh
air and some indoor exercise too.

Last but not the least, pet owners must pre-determine a friend, family member or boarding
facility which could be entrusted with taking care of their animal in case they are taken down
by the infection and quarantined.

The risk of people becoming infected through an animal is low but there is not enough

information to date.
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Preventive and Control Steps by Dairy Farm Owners

During Covid-19 Pandemic

We have realized that this is a challenging time for everyone. Dairy farming and supporting agriculture
businesses are considered essential and can continue to operate as normal. The cooperative network in
India continues to feed the country as well as millions of dairy farmers during the lockdown. Small and
large milk cooperatives like Mother Dairy, Amul, Sumul, Banas, Nandini, Parag and several continued
to procure surplus milk from farmers and ensured an uninterrupted milk supply in this time of crisis.
However at the same time round the clock work by the dairy farmers and the operational dairy farms
necessitated some basic precautionary measures to be adopted by the dairy managers and dairy owners.

>

Restrict the entry of outside people and maintain visitor’s log. Keep a record of all visitors who
interact with your workers.

Footbaths should be used at entry point of farm, milking parlour and sheds which shall help disinfect
all the vehicles and persons entering the farm.

In India the daily workers or the employees at your farm are mostly illiterate. Talk with your
employees about coronavirus, how it spreads and how to prevent getting infected. Ask them to
avoid close contact with sick people, both on and outside of your dairy.

As a part of awareness guidelines keep some image photographs and posters showing the mode of
transmission of the infection.

Strength of farm workers/ animal shed attendants should be minimized.

If possible the workers or farm employees can be called on rotation basis.

The workers should be asked to maintain social distancing while performing group activities like
milking, cleaning animal sheds and utensils and feed and fodder distribution.

The milkers should be asked to wear milking gloves and also change gloves frequently

Workers coming to livestock farms should wear masks. Some better organized farms can opt for
thermal scanning or ask for their health check-up on daily basis.

The workers should be advised to wash hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If
soap and water are not available, use of alcohol-based hand sanitizer can be encouraged.

Keep an eye on sick leave policy. Advice sick people/workers to stay home.

During these difficult times try to provide paid sick leave for your employees otherwise the
employees feel financially obligated to come to work even if they are sick.

Set up daily and weekly cleaning schedules at your farm. Clean and disinfect your workplace.

The employee wash room and bathroom are potential sources for virus transmission.




Clean and disinfect any areas where employees congregate or routinely touch items such as
doorknobs and drinking water tapes etc. As far as possible keep soap, bucket of water and hand
sanitizer at the entrance of the animal shed and instruct all human resources at livestock farms, to
sanitize exposed body parts regularly at an interval of 2 to 3 hours with appropriate sanitizer/wash
with soap.

Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces. Like animal farm equipment, milking
pails and utensils, milking measures, buckets and accessories.

Workers should be discouraged from bringing /using of mobile phones. If used phones should be
frequently sanitized.

High touch points should be cleaned twice daily by mopping with 1% hypochlorite solution. In case
of metallic surfaces where bleach is not suitable 70% alcohol should be used.

Prepare your disaster contingency plan. The plan may include what you will do if 50% of your
employees become sick and unable to work. What if you don’t have access to feed and fodder for
15-20 days etc. during the lockdown period. Always have dry feed and concentrate reserve at the
farm.

Provide cleaning supplies such as cleaning solutions, buckets, mops, brushes, etc. for cleaning at
work and for those living in employer-provided housing bathrooms are potential sources for virus
transmission.

Download the “Arogaya Setu App” and also ask the employees to download the app if they are

using an android mobile.
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